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FORTUNES & FORGERIES EXHIBITION AT ACWC
The ACWC is pleased to present Fortunes & Forgeries: A Perry Native’s
Adventure Collecting Qing Dynasty
Furniture & Art in Asia, as part of this
year’s theme, “Broken.” The exhibition will showcase select pieces from
Perry native Mike Bellamy’s collection
of antique Chinese furniture and art
from the Qing Dynasty (1644 to 1911)
aquired during his time living in Asia.
Mike’s collection was packed up and
transported to the USA just days before China implemented restrictions
on the exportation of cultural relics.
For the first time, Mike and his daughter, Ma Sze Ting (Ting Bellamy), share
the full stories behind select pieces of
art with the public.

SACRED DOORWAYS:
THE ART OF ICONOGRAPHY
Artist Gabrielle Kettinger says, “Iconography
is not just an art form but also a devotional
experience.” While studying at Houghton
College, she became fascinated with the art
of iconography through an experience from
a free assignment in Painting I. She chose to
paint (or write) a small icon of the Theotokos
and describes the process as being unlike
anything she had experienced before. It
changed the path of her art focus, and four
years later she is pursuing iconography full
time and has been blessed with several commissions.
The ACWC invites the public to see Gabrielle’s solo exhibition in the ACWC’s second
floor gallery from March 12 to April 23. An
opening reception is planned for March 12 at
6:30 pm.
COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT AWARDS
Virtual Event
7 pm on FRIDAY, MARCH 5
Contact Linda Franke at franke@artswyco.org

Pictured above are traditional Chinese
chairs from the Qing Dynasty, part of
Mike Bellamy’s extraordinary collection.

The exhibition will cover:
• Brief introduction to the curator and his adventures in Asia (1993 to 2016)
• Overview of how architecture and vernacular furniture developed during a thousand years of dynastic rule
• Secrets of Chinese symbolism
• How to spot fakes, forgeries and fabrications
• An opportunity to touch actual pieces representing the Ming and Qing Dynasties
• Plans for a formal gallery opening next year on South Main Street in Perry
The art to be displayed will not be for sale.
Join us for an opening reception and talk, Friday, April 16, 6:30 pm (talk 7 pm) at
the ACWC Gallery, 31 South Main Street, in Perry.
Due to COVID-19, all ACWC’s receptions will be offered in hybrid format combining in-person attendance with digital streaming. All social distancing protocols will
be observed. Receptions have been shortened to one hour, no food will be served
and 50% visitor capacity will be honored. Although the event is free and open to the
public, individuals are encouraged to RSVP for the event. (585) 237-3517.
The American Farmland Trust
presents the exhibit Our Farmers, Our Water, Our Future:
A Photo Essay of Women
Farmers and Conservation in
the Genesee Valley by Rebecca
Drobis. The show will be on
display in the Arts Council for
Wyoming County Main Gallery
during August and September
2021. See the article on page 3.
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NEW & RENEWED ACWC MEMBERSHIPS:
CRITIC'S CIRCLE
Nancy & Steve Stoddard
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anne Conable
Dr. Thomas & Mary Reagan
Marwin & Kathryn R. Cummings
BENEFACTOR
Eleanor Ann Smith
J. Carol Bergstrom		
Jeanne Morey
Jo Ann & Donald Butler
Kathy & Henry Albro
Sarah Wetherbee
Ted Wetherbee
Tim & Diane McCallum
PATRON
Brandon Allers
Cindy Feroleto
Gary Mixner
Katherine Wysocki
Letchworth Cable Access
Linda Purdy
Megan Burley
Nancy & Dennis Berwanger
Pat Gesler
Ray & Sue Hengelsberg

FAMILY
Charles & Susan Bell
Gerald & Valary Sahrle
James A. White Jr.		
Liesl Arbore White
Steven & Colleen Moultrup
INDIVIDUAL/ARTIST
Bonnie Leigh
Graydon Webster
H.T. Coogan
Jeffrey Mason
Jerauld Herdzik
Judy E. Bufano		
Karen Pankow
Kathleen L. Raines
Marie Ferner
Mary F. Rudgers
Thomas MacPherson
Wendy Schreiner
STUDENT/SENIOR
Barbara Maher
Carol Ann & Bill Ewert
Geralyn & Edwin Law
Linda Watson		
Marian Seymour
Shirley Ingles
Trisha Morris-Kopinski

Thank you for
DONATIONS TO THE ACWC
Ann Burlingham
Benjamin J. Mezynski
Bethany Butler
Catherine Baldwin
Cher Valentino
David B. Cox
David Shearing
Debbie McLaughlin
Ed Underwood		
Eleanor Ann Smith
Eleanor Jacobs
Ellen Reynolds
Gary Buchholz
Gillian Burlingham
H.T. Coogan
Jacqueline Swaby
Jane Pascoe
Jeffrey Mason
Jerilyn Clark
Josephine Konvinse
Josh Wolcott

THANKS
TO:
Abbi Bush
Abbi Bush
Sherri Bush
Christine Daly
Kelly Daly
Allison Hamilton
Larry Hoyt
John Sniffen

Judy Fuller-Brown
Julie Sharp Lane
Linda Purdy
Lois Sardina
Loren Penman
Mary Valentino
Maureen Swaby-Samuels
Megan Burley
Megan McNally
Meredith Lindsey
Michele Rechberger
Nancy & Steve Stoddard
Nancy Jay
Pamela Senick
Patricia Gesler
Sarah Keeler
Suzanne Coogan
Tanya Rice
Thomas & Christine Daly
Trisha Morris-Kopinski
Virgina Winter

satellite galleries
See original art by local artists in unique
spaces around Wyoming County. Visit an
ACWC satellite gallery today!
LETCHWORTH CABLE ACCESS

Perry
WARSAW PUBLIC LIBRARY

Warsaw
WCCH NORTH MAIN MEDICAL BUILDING

Warsaw
WYOMING COUNTY OFFICE FOR THE AGING

Warsaw
The bison pictured above is
the work of talented Letchworth Central High School
senior, Mara Hoyt. She will exhibit a collection of her work
in the upstairs gallery of the
ACWC in May, as the culmination of her 2020 ACWC &
Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts
Scholarship for Young Artists
award. See the article on p. 7
for more informaton.
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WYOMING COUNTY YMCA

ACWC MEMBERS

ANNUAL MEETING
via ZOOM

w MAY 22 at 9 am w
Members will receive an email
with a link to the Zoom meeting

Warsaw
RUFUS SMITH BUILDING AT ONE LAKE ST.

Perry
WYOMING COUNTY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE & TOURISM

Warsaw
STEVENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Attica

WOOLY WONDERS

DEC COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS UPDATES
What a wonderful community we live in! We have continually received annual
Decentralization Community Art Grant applications for great projects that bring art,
music, and theater to our area and are so lucky to be able to have panels from our own
towns and villages that are able to decide where that money will go. The projects they
choose are always engaging, fun and educational, and bring such joy and beauty to
our county.

Are you familiar with the sheep to shawl
events? Interested in learning more about
making a garment or accessory from animal fibers yourself?
ACWC is excited to have received funding from the Wyoming Foundation and
administered by the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo. With this funding
we will be facilitating a year-long project
in which participants will begin with a visit
to local farms to learn about types of wool,
then clean, prepare, spin and knit or crochet their own items that will be displayed
at the Arts Council for Wyoming County.
There is no cost for the program, but it is
helpful if you have access to a spinning
wheel. (If you don’t have a wheel but are
still interested, contact Linda Franke at
franke@artswyco.org or (585) 237-3517
ext. 102). We have limited space for this
project so if you are interested, contact
Linda as soon as you can!
The Wyoming Foundation was established
in 1974 and is a division of the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo. The
Wyoming Foundation actively supports a
wide variety of cultural, educational and
human services organizations in Wyoming
County.
Celebrating its centennial year in 2019,
the Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo was established in 1919 to enhance
and encourage long-term philanthropy
in the Western New York community. A
501 (c)(3) organization, the Community
Foundation’s mission is: Connecting
people, ideas and resources to improve
lives in Western New York. For 100 years
the Community Foundation has made
the most of the generosity of individuals,
families, foundations and organizations
who entrust charitable assets to the Community Foundation’s care. Learn more at
www.cfgb.org

This year, as with so many things, there were a number of changes. A number of
our 2020 projects were able to change their programming to enable participants to
engage with the artists and musicians online or in smaller outdoor venues, but a few
have chosen to move into 2021. (Check our calendar for upcoming dates!) We also do
not have our budget confirmed as of this edition going to the printer, so we are not
able to let you know who our 2021 awardees are just yet. So, we will announce them
in the next edition of this newsletter.
Another change this year is that our Awards Night, in which the DEC awardees are
announced for the Community Arts Grants, Individual Artist Grants, and Arts Education Grants, will be held virtually! It will still be held on the first Friday evening in
March (March 5 this year), but participants will be given a link to attend the ceremony online.
This Decentralization Program is made possible in part with funds from New York
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature administered in Wyoming County by the Arts Council for Wyoming County.

FIBER FLURRY UPDATE
Due to COVID-19, we are cancelling the in-person Fiber Flurry festival again this year.
But don’t despair, my fiber friends! Fiber Flurry is going online as the 2021 Fiber
Flurry Fiber Crawl!
Participants in the fiber crawl will be able to pick up or download a passport that
includes contact information for all of our vendors. You can visit the shop in person
(following safety precautions, of course!) or visit their website. Each purchase will
include a stamp or sticker indicating that you made a purchase at that shop. Passports
that have at least 75% of their pages marked by the shops will be eligible to be entered
into a drawing for a Grand Prize of Fiber Goodies!
ACWC will also be posting short videos of our vendors on our website and on our
Facebook page so that you will get to know these talented artisans a little bit better.
For more information, watch the Fiber Fun in Wyoming County page of our website
(www.artswyco.org) or contact Linda Franke at franke@artswyco.org or (585) 2373517 ext. 102.

OUR FARMERS, OUR WATER, OUR FUTURE:

A Photo Essay of Women Farmers and Conservation
in the Genesee Valley
American Farmland Trust presents this exhibit of images by photographer Rebecca
Drobis, capturing the story of agriculture in the Genesee watershed. In this beautiful
farming valley, many farmers—like those depicted in the photo essay— are leaders in
conservation practices that rebuild the soil and protect the environment. The exhibit
is part of the “Farmers Working Together for Clean Water in the Great Lakes” campaign supported by the Great Lakes Protection Fund to keep streams and rivers in the
Great Lakes Basin clean. We are pleased to announce the exhibit will be on view at the
Arts Council for Wyoming County Gallery in August and September 2021.
The project is also part of a national AFT initiative to work with women landowners
to develop new voices for conservation. To learn more about this initiative, visit their
website: https://farmland.org/project/partnering-for-clean-water-in-the-great-lakes
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SPRING CALENDAR
NOTE: ALL ACWC AND COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS EVENTS ARE LISTED IN BOLD TYPE

• The Canyon Camera Club meets at the ACWC every other
Wednesday from September through May. For information,
contact Joan Schumaker at (585) 490-3302.

27 • Eagle Free Library’s Community Arts Enrichment
Program: Art Smart Studio Glass Fused Stars. Participants will
learn about glass fusion techniques and make their own unique
glass stars using various size, shape, and colored glass. Ages 5 and
up. Session 1 @ 11am – noon; Session 2 @ 12:30 - 1:30pm. Please
pick ONE session and pre-register by Saturday, March 13. Call
the library at (585) 322-7701 or stop in. Eagle Free Library, 3413
School Street, Bliss. This program may be virtual. Check the local
Pennysaver and WCJW for updates.

MARCH

APRIL

5 • DEC Community Arts Grant Award Night at 7 pm.
This year the event is VIRTUAL! All DEC Awardees are required
to attend and will be emailed a link to the event. Community
members interested in attending may contact Linda Franke at
franke@artswyco.org for info.

1 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
(585) 237-3517

ONGOING EVENTS
• The ACWC Classic Film Series is held in the upstairs East
Indian Screening Room (now fully accessible) at the ACWC, 31
S. Main St., Perry. Free on Thursday nights at 7 pm. Registration
requested. Call the ACWC at (585) 237-3517.

5 • Perry High School Art Exhibit opens in the ACWC Main
Gallery and will run through March 26. Hybrid reception and
presentation of awards will be held March 26 at 6:30 pm. ACWC,
31 S. Main St, Perry. (585) 237-3517.
6 • Toe Up Socks Class: Part 1 from 9:30 am to noon. This
method of knitting socks allows you to adjust the length of the
foot and leg to perfectly fit you or the person you are knitting
for. We will be using 2 circular needles for this class. This class
is best for knitters that are comfortable with the knit and purl
stitches. Yarn, needles and pattern are included in the class fee
of $45. Call ACWC (585) 237-3517 to register.
6 • Eagle Free Library’s Community Arts Enrichment
Program: The Wildlife Rockstars will bring various animals
such as a fennec fox, lemur, wallaby, and armadillo at 11 am.
Eagle Free Library, 3413 School Street, Bliss. This program may
be virtual. Check the local Pennysaver and WCJW for updates.
12 • ACWC Upstairs Gallery Opening Reception for
Gabrielle Kettinger’s Sacred Doorways: The Art of Iconography
at 6:30 pm. The exhibition will run until April 23. ACWC, 31 S.
Main St, Perry. (585) 237-3517.
12 • Crocheted Irish Lace Class from 6 to 8:30 pm. This
lovely and adaptable technique uses thread crochet to produce
garments, accessories and household items, often integrating
floral motifs. In this class we will go over the history and basic
stitches of Irish lace and make an Irish rose that you can use in
a multitude of ways. $25 includes all supplies, class and pattern.
Contact ACWC at (585) 237-3517 to register.
13 • Eagle Free Library’s Community Arts Enrichment
Program: Mike Randall and Friends will bring magic, puppets, ventriloquism, storytelling, laughter, fun, and lots of kid
participation at 11 am. Eagle Free Library, 3413 School Street,
Bliss. This program may be virtual. Check the local Pennysaver
and WCJW for updates.
20 • Toe Up Socks Class: Part 2 from 9:30 am to noon. See
Part 1 on March 6 for more information.
25 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
26 • Perry High School Art Exhibit: Hybrid reception and
presentation of awards will be held at 6:30 pm. No refreshments served and all social distancing protocols will be observed.
ACWC, 31 S. Main St., Perry. (585) 237-3517.
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8 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
(585) 237-3517.
15 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
(585) 237-3517
16 • ACWC Gallery Exhibit Opening Reception for Fortunes & Forgeries: Reception at 6:30 pm and talk at 7 pm. As
a result of COVID-19 a hybrid reception and all social distancing
protocols will be observed. 31 S. Main St., Perry. (585) 237-3517.
22 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
(585) 237-3517.
24 • Poetry Jam and Coffee House at Biblio-Tech Cafe or by
Zoom link. 6:30—7:30 pm or 7:30—8:30 pm. 2 S. Main St., Perry.
Reservation required. Info: (585) 237-3517 or pr@artswyco.org
27 • Emblem of Equality, Woman Suffrage in Western
New York with speaker, Susan Eck. 7:30 pm at the Arcade
Historical Society, 331 West Main Street, Arcade, NY 14009. Call
(585) 492-4466 for more information
29 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the
ACWC’s East Indian Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry.
(585) 237-3517

• 6X6X2021 • CALL FOR ENTRIES •
Each summer, Rochester Contemporary Art Center’s
6x6 Exhibition brings together thousands of original
artworks, made and donated by celebrities, international
& local artists, designers, youth and YOU. Participation
is free. Each artist may enter up to three artworks of
any medium, six inches square, to be exhibited anonymously. All artworks will be exhibited and for sale to the
public for $20 each to benefit RoCo. Exhibition dates
are June 5 - July 18, 2021. Entries are due by April 10,
2021. Entry forms and more info: www.roco6x6.org

MAY
6 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the ACWC’s East Indian
Screening Room, 31 S. Main St., Perry. (585) 237-3517.
7 • ACWC Members Gallery Exhibition Opens: Mara Hoyt, the 2020 ACWC
& Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts Scholarship for Young Artists awardee. Hybrid
reception from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Reservations required and all social distancing
protocols will be observed. ACWC, 31 S. Main St., Perry. (585) 237-3517.
13 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the ACWC’s East Indian
Screening Room, 31 South Main Street, Perry. (585) 237-3517.

THE ARTS COUNCIL FOR WYOMING COUNTY
presents the

PERRY HIGH SCHOOL
ART EXHIBITION
MARCH 5 - 26
ACWC MAIN GALLERY
31 S. Main St., Perry, NY

15 • Kathryn Hollinger: Wool Felting Workshop from 2 —4 pm at the Town
of Orangeville Community Building, 3529 Route 20A, Warsaw. Call (585) 786-2883
for more information.
18 • The History of Cheese Factories in the Genesee Country with speaker
Jane Oakes at 7:30 pm. Arcade Historical Society, 15 Liberty Street, Arcade. Contact
www.arcadehistoricalsociety.org or call (585) 492-0748 for more information.
20 • The ACWC Classic Film Series: Free at 7 pm in the ACWC’s East Indian
Screening Room, 31 South South Main Street, Perry. (585) 237-3517.
22 • Carol Weber: Hexies English Paper Piecing from 2 — 4 pm at the Town
of Orangeville Community Building, 3529 Route 20A, Warsaw. Call (585) 786-2883
for more information.
22 • ACWC Members Annual Meeting via ZOOM at 9 am. Call (585) 237-3517
for information. ACWC members will receive an email with a link to the meeting.
Learn about the The
History of Cheese
Factories in the
Genesee Country at
the Arcade Historical
Society on May 18.

MAGNIFICENT MELODRAMA
Call it a chick flick, call it a soap opera, but however you classify it, the
magnificent melodrama, Written on the Wind, is one of classical Hollywood’s most striking films. It will be screened at the ACWC on April 15, in
a program that begins at 7:00 pm.
Highly stylized and psychologically complex, this intense drama, about an
alcoholic oil tycoon (Robert Stack) who marries the woman (Lauren Bacall)
his best friend (Rock Hudson) secretly loves, features good performances
all round, with Dorothy Malone winning the Best Supporting Actress Oscar
for her provocative turn as the tycoon’s promiscuous sister.
This profound treatment of human
emotions, directed
by Douglas Sirk (a
master of this genre),
was later named to
the British Film
Institute’s Film
Treasures list and the
Turner Classic Movies
Essentials list.
Right: Rock Hudson
is taken for a ride by
Dorothy Malone in
Written on the Wind.

Hybrid streaming & in-person

CLOSING RECEPTION & AWARDS

MARCH 26 at 6:30 PM
There will be no refreshments served and all
social distancing protocols will be observed.

April is National Poetry Month:
JOIN ACWC'S POETRY JAM
CELEBRATION & COFFEE HOUSE
Come read, dance, drum, stomp, or shout your
poetry on Friday, April 24, when Allison Hamilton hosts an open mic at the Biblio-Tech Café.
You can either join the jam in person at 2 South
Main Street in Perry OR by the Zoom link.
This FREE event for teens and adults is
presented by the Arts Council for Wyoming
County. There will be door prizes and the presentation of the Abby Sparling Poetry Competition Awards.
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, reservations are required and social distancing protocols will be observed. Make your reservations
now for one of the two sessions: 6:30 – 7:30 or
7:30 – 8:30 pm, or you can request the Zoom
link at the email below.
Individuals are also invited to submit by email
one original poem related to our 2021 theme,
“Broken,” by April 17. Email your original poem
with the subject heading: BROKEN POETRY
CONTEST to pr@artswco.org to be entered
in the contest.
For more information, call the ACWC at (585)
237-3517 ext. 100.
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GLOW TRADITIONS NEWS

ACWC ANNOUNCES 2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

GLOW
Traditions
is working
on programs
and plans
for this
year, both
virtual and
live. Starting
in the early
summer we
Dinner servers at Dom Polski
Hall in Perry, 1951. Courtesy
will feature
of the collection of Pearl &
a series of
Lucy Siembida.
“Traditional
Treasures” through our website. These
short videos will draw from our 30 years of
traditional arts programming and documentation in Wyoming County, plumbing
our archives of photographs, videos and
interviews with folks who have dedicated
themselves to heritage and rural-based
arts. We’ll see some needleworkers, woodworkers, and leatherworkers ply their craft;
learn about celebratory customs from Polish and Hispanic neighbors; and perhaps
see a demonstration of how to ride a rodeo
bull!

DOUGLAS & RYAN MCDANEL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

by Karen Canning, Program Director

We are also planning live presentations
centered on growing specialty plants and
herbs needed for traditional foods, and
are gathering recipes for a compilation of
“festive foodways” from our regional communities, to share online and in print. We
are excited to be thinking ahead to the time
when we can gather in person, as we continue to offer virtual events and services.
And don’t forget to check out mapleweekend.nysmaple.com for Maple Weekend
events (as they are possible) in late March
in our county!

CALLING ALL CHALK ARTISTS!
The Perry Chalk Art Festival is seeking
artists to participate in the 2021 Chalk Art
Festival, taking place on July 10 in downtown Perry. Artists are invited to explore
the theme, Stranger than Fiction. Artists
can work on a solo square or as part of a
group on multiple adjacent squares. Each
artist will be provided with chalk and a 5'
x 5' concrete working surface. Concrete
squares are limited, so apply soon! Applications are due July 2.
For application forms and information, visit www.iloveperryny.com/perrychalkartfestival/ or contact Meghan Hauser at (585)
237-5375 or meghan@insitearch.com
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Fiber artist Jo Konvinse is the 2021 recipient of the Douglas & Ryan McDanel Memorial Scholarship. Jo will use this
scholarship to expand her needle felted landscapes by designing images that are more fantastical and free form. In addition
to roving, she would like to experiment with incorporating silk,
paper, and glass into her work. Merging multiple mediums will
bring a textural depth that could not otherwise be achieved.
She will also donate one of her new pieces of art to be raffled
with the proceeds going to the Douglas and Ryan McDanel
Memorial Scholarship. The new work will be exhibited in the
ACWC’s Members Gallery at the end of the project.
The Douglas & Ryan McDanel Memorial Scholarship is open to artists living in Wyoming County or members of the ACWC. Five hundred dollars is awarded to an adult
visual artist who has been creating work continually for the past five years or more.
The award is determined by how well the artist’s work and statement reflect Doug’s and
Ryan’s art process or philosophy.

ACWC & CREEKSIDE FABRICS VISUAL ARTS SCHOLARSHIP
Lauren West is a student at Perry Central High School. Her award
provides her with the opportunity to spend a year studying with a
master artist. The apprenticeship will culminate with a solo exhibition at the ACWC in May of 2022. This scholarship is for high school
students who wish to further their studies in visual arts: photography, fiber arts, ceramics, carpentry, drawing or painting. Valued at
$900, the ACWC & Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts Scholarship for
young artists is made possible through a partnership with the ACWC
and Creekside Fabrics.

BALUS FOUNDATION YOUNG PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHIP
Emma McLaughlin, a student at Perry Central High School,
will use her award to further her interest in musical theatre. This
scholarship is made possible through the Balus Foundation and is
awarded each year to one or two high school students from Wyoming County who wish to further their studies in the performing
arts. The grant (up to $500) may be used to help with summer
music camp fees or ongoing lessons from a professional teacher
or institution.

WELCOME ALLISON HAMILTON: Our New Marketing & PR Specialist
The AmeriCorps Vista Program has made possible a Marketing and PR Specialist position for the GLOW Region’s arts
councils from March 2021 to 2022.
The ACWC is excited to welcome Allison Hamilton to the
team through the AmeriCorps Vista Program administered
by the Service Collaborative of WNY, Inc. She attended Ithaca
College and graduated with an honors degree in English. In
her spare time she’s a writer and photographer, as well as a
dedicated music enthusiast.
For the last eight years Allison has been living in Seattle working for various organizations including the marketing team at Zulily LLC. She has recently relocated closer to
family due to the Covid-19 crisis and is excited to build up connections to the community in Wyoming County. This is a shared position between the GLOW Arts Councils; a
model we have become accustomed to with our GLOW Traditions (Folk Arts) for over
twenty years.

MARA HOYT EXHIBITION

2020 ACWC & Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts Scholar
The public is invited to attend the May 7 opening reception for an exhibit
featuring the paintings of young artist, Mara Hoyt. Mara was the 7th recipient of the ACWC & Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts Scholarship for Young
Artists in 2020. She is a senior at the Letchworth Central High School
where she is active in several extracurricular activities.
The ACWC & Creekside Fabrics Visual Arts Scholarship, now in its eighth
year, is made possible through a partnership between the ACWC and
Creekside Fabrics of Arcade. It is awarded annually to one high school
student who wishes to further his or her studies in visual arts, including
painting, photography, fiber arts, ceramics, and carpentry. Valued at $900,
it encompasses a year-long apprenticeship to one or more fine arts or crafts
local masters in the discipline selected by the student. Mara chose to study
with master artist Jonathan Daly of Bliss, NY. Her scholarship has culminated with this solo exhibition. A special thank you to Ed and Sandy Pirdy
of Creekside Fabrics for co-sponsoring this scholarship.
Come meet Mara and see her new work at the opening reception for her exhibit in the upstairs Members Gallery of the ACWC in Perry. The reception
takes place on Friday, May 7, from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. The reception will be
hybrid with live streaming and in-person attendance because of the COVID
pandemic. Reservations are required and all social distancing protocols
will be observed. Call (585) 237-3517.

FIBER CORNER

by Linda Franke

Like many people, I’ve been thinking a lot lately about what I can do in my
own small way to make the world a better place, a happier place, a more
peaceful place. This can feel overwhelming at times but it turns out that
there are many things I can do to make the world around me a little bit
happier, and the ripples from that can be far-reaching.
A friend of mine has had a rough couple of years. A divorce, the death of
a beloved grandmother, her oldest child (and only daughter) graduating
and heading off to college, major surgery….the list seemed to go on and
on. There seemed so little that I could do to make things better for her.
For her birthday, I knit a shawl that I thought she could wear with jeans or
sundresses while at her cottage on the lake. Such a small thing, I thought. A
little bit of knotted sock yarn in the face of sadness like that? Eesh! I almost
didn’t even send the gift. In the end I did give it to her because I hoped she
would know that I had thought of her often during my time of quarantine.
It turns out that though she is not a knitter, she truly valued the gift of time
that was involved in making the shawl. She texted to thank me and I told
her that I sent good thoughts and happy memories in every stitch, that I
hoped when she wore it she could feel the hug I was sending her in that
garment, enmeshed in every stitch. She told me that she would think of that
every time she wore it, and that she would smile. I hadn’t seen that smile in
a long time, but there it was.

HARDING
SINCE 1978

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural

SHANE HARDING
shane@hardingplumbing.com
wwww.hardingpumbing.com

585-237-5561

This experience made me think of all the other projects that are making
a difference in the world with yarn and other kinds of art. The Blue Hat
Project, the UnLonely Project, yarn bombing
displays for fun and with more specific purpose,
Therapeutic and Mindful Knitting and Crochet,
The Immigrant Yarn Project, The Kindness
Garden in Leesburg, and so many others. What
a wonderful idea – that each stitch or knot can
hold some happiness and kindness to be sent
out into the world. Knit or crochet something up
today and send out some love!
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GET ENRICHED QUICK! JOIN THE ARTS COUNCIL!
IT’S SO EASY TO BECOME AN ARTS COUNCIL MEMBER! SIMPLY FOLLOW THESE 3 STEPS:
1 • Complete this form
2 • Include a check payable to ACWC
3 • Mail to: ACWC, PO Box 249, Perry, NY 14530
OR simply call (585) 237-3517 to charge it to your credit card!

I would like to know more about:

ACWC’s Artist Registry
Community Arts Grants
ACWC’s Grants for Young Artists
Volunteering at ACWC
Other_________________________

This is a:
New Membership
Renewal
Gift Membership
Name ____________________________________________
I am an artist in the following discipline(s):
Address ___________________________________________
Visual Arts: 2D
City/ State/ Zip _____________________________________
Visual Arts: 3D
Phone ____________________________________________
Photography
Email ____________________________________________
Creative Writing
Membership Level (see chart below) ______________________
Dramatic/Performance Art

q

Membership Dues $ _________
An additional gift for the:

Chamber Music Endowment $ _________
Young Artists Grant Program $ _________
Other (please specify) $ _________
TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _________

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
Student/Senior...........$10
Individual/Artist..........$20
Family.........................$30
Patron .......................$50
Benefactor................$100
Director’s Circle ......$200
Critic’s Circle ...........$300
Event Sponsor..........$500
Producer.................$1000
GALLERY HOURS

WHAT'S INSIDE:

WEDNESDAY

9 am — 6 pm
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

11 am — 7 pm
SATURDAY

10 am — 3 pm
CLOSED

Sun, Mon & Tues

Crafts
Music
Dance
Media Arts/Graphic Design
Other_________________________
Please send me regular email updates of
ACWC events & opportunities in the arts!

ARTSnews

is published four times annually for its members by the

ARTS COUNCIL for WYOMING COUNTY
31 S. Main St. • PO Box 249 • Perry, NY • 14530
P: 585.237.3517 • F: 585.237.6385 • E: info@artswyco.org

This publication is made possible in part with support from the
New York State Council on the Arts with support from Governor
Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. The ACWC’s
mission and work aligns with NYSCA's goal of “impacting a
broad, diverse constituency in New York State.” We are also
committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion with a deep commitment to supporting local and regional artists whose investment of their time and talent play an important role in the health
and vitality of our community.
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This publication is made possible in part with support from the New York State Council on the Arts.
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