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SPECIAL COVID–19 ARTSNEWS EDITION
In response to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis we come to you, our members, with
an attitude of deep gratitude for your past support of this 45 year-old organization.
Thank you for your participation in the many activities and events we have presented
over the years. Thank you for purchasing tickets to concerts and showing up at exhibition receptions. Thank you for the many phone calls and thank you notes in the
mail expressing your gratitude for our service and work.
Today we want to assure you that we have never taken any of those actions for
granted, but wish for you to know now more than ever (now that we are forced to be
apart) how much we truly appreciate your investment in building and protecting the
arts by your past engagements.
The Board of Directors of the Arts Council for Wyoming County made the decision to
close our two galleries and cancel many of our spring and summer events as a result
of Covid-19. We will continue to monitor the situation to determine when it is safe
to reopen and present events again. Although the gallery is closed, staff members are
still available to serve you by phone: (585) 237-3517 and email: info@artswyco.org.
The ACWC wishes to remind you that, while we are apart, continue to MAKE ART
PART OF YOUR DAY, stay safe, and be well!

GLOW TRADITIONS NEWS by Karen Canning
How can you be anything but optimistic about the
future of the arts when you see a stunning image
like this produced by a second grade student?
More work by talented young artists is featured in
this special edition of ARTSnews. Kudos to Vivienne Otto of Delevan for sharing this piece as part
of the Grades K-8 All County Student Art Exhibit.

This special edition of
ARTSnews is devoid of upcoming events, but includes
special features such as
“Meet the ACWC Staff” and
a collage of student artwork
from our two all-county
exhibitions that were cancelled earlier this year. We
hope this special ARTSnews
edition will bring a smile
and not a tear, will give you
hope, and remove your fears.
The next time we meet we
will be dancing in the street!
~ J. Swaby

All of our news is different in this Spring-Summer 2020. When New York closed
down in March, folklorists across the state began meeting weekly online to share our
stories and seek ways to help traditional artists. Many of us facilitate artists’ residencies in schools and have struggled, along with teachers, to adapt to a virtual classroom. We are all working to re-imagine how we’ll gather safely in the “new normal”
and what that may look like: a Covid, Wild West themed, square dance with masks
and gloves, perhaps?
The encouraging thing is, we know that “Western” New York has the home-grown
creativity and resiliency to meet these challenges. Many have reactivated their sewing
skills (myself included) to make masks. Families are cooking and eating together
more, learning Home Ec at home. Children and youth are not constantly on the run
to the next sports practice, but running around the yard playing Tag or Keep Away
or Statues. People are walking in our villages, maybe seeing their neighbors more in
the last month than in the
last year. Gardeners are
perhaps planning bigger
plots this year, and we are
buying locally produced
milk and dairy products
to support our farms. In
the midst of these very
difficult times, I hope
the extraordinary in the
everyday may continue to
sustain you—and we’ll be
back soon!
At right: Regional Folk Art
Director Karen Canning and
family sport her handiwork.
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NEW AND RENEWED
ACWC MEMBERSHIPS:
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Joseph & Sandra Kushner
BENEFACTOR

Gary & Regina Colegrove
PATRON

Judith Bryant
Linda Purdy
Marie Winter
Sherri Bush
Warren & Joyce Heilbronne
FAMILY

Chris & Maura Bryant
John & Vanessa Karasiewicz
INDIVIDUAL/ARTIST

Belle Dole
Christine Roberts
Deb Slusser
John & Gail Meyer
Mary Beth Kushner
LACS VENDOR

Bryan Whittaker
STUDENT/SENIOR

thanks to:

Abbi Bush
Sherri Bush
Kelly Daly
Larry Hoyt
Rose McEwen
Sue Reynolds
John Sniffen
Margaret VanArsdale

donations

Cheryl Preston
David Livingston
Diana Hydock
Donna Slocum
Frances Cox
Helen Hudson
Mary Quinn

Christine Roberts
Frances Cox
Laurie B. White
IN MEMORY OF
SARAH HOEPPNER:

Janet Baker
L. & J. Gurley
Suzanne Benedict

PERRY CENTRAL WINS ACWC CHALLENGE
Congratulations to Perry Central School’s Art Department for
winning $400 from the ACWC’s 2019 auction proceeds. The
challenge was given to all Wyoming County school districts
last fall to help leverage more funding for the ACWC through
participation in our annual auction. The school district with
the highest participation received 10% of the fund raiser.
Perry Central School District had the highest participation
among its residents and WON the challenge. We hope to offer
the same challenge again this November.
At right: Rebecca Belkota, principal of the Junior/High School,
accepted the check on behalf of the school’s art department.

MEET THE ACWC STAFF
JACKIE SWABY • Executive Director
I immigrated to South Carolina in 1985 from Jamaica, West Indies, before moving to Western New York which I have called home for the last 32 years. I am grateful for the opportunities I have had to learn, serve, and share in this community, and for the friendships I have
made through my personal and professional life. In addition to being a consumer of the arts,
I enjoy an active but also meditative lifestyle which includes biking, dancing, gardening, hiking, snowboarding, and quiet solitude.
As we continue to figure out life during the Covid-19 crisis, I am reminded of Dr. Benjamin
Franklin’s quote: “If we do not hang together, we shall most assuredly hang separately!” I am
encouraged that we are choosing to hang together! Stay safe and be well.
LINDA FRANKE • Community Grant Coordinator
Linda is an educator, fiber artist, quality management consultant, mindful education instructor, and sometimes writer, living in Silver Lake. She loves to play with all types of fibers;
spinning, weaving, knitting, crocheting, making them into lace, or dyeing them. She has
recently been trying some art journaling with pen, colored pencils and watercolors as part of
a mindful art program – she is really enjoying that as well!
Currently Linda is working on reducing her UFO pile (unfinished objects) during the pandemic. She is also experimenting with natural dyes (did you know you can get a lovely blue
from black beans?) and playing with tatting lace over wire. She often teaches classes at ACWC
and in the community. You can find her at franke@artswyco.org or (585) 237-3517 ext. 102.
CHER VALENTINO • LACS Coordinator
I am passionate about working with aspiring artists: crafters, writers, photographers, poets,
and all those wonderful creative types who seem to see life as a rainbow. Someone once told
me a long time ago that at the end of the day, it’s not that happy people are thankful, but that
thankful people are happy. I’m very thankful and happy to be involved with LACS and ACWC!
TING BELLAMY • Administrative Assistant
Hi everyone! My name is Ting. I am excited to join the Arts Council as the administrative
assistant. I grew up in Hong Kong, China, in a multicultural family with an American father,
Chinese mother, and a younger sister. I spent my early years in China then came to the States
at the age of 16, when my family moved to my father’s hometown of Perry. I graduated from
Houghton College in 2019 and received my BA in Business Management with minors in
Art and Communication. I like the freedom in art and the logic of business, so by the time I
graduated, I knew I wanted to work in a field related to both art and business. I wanted a job
near Perry, and working at the ACWC seems perfect. I am grateful and really enjoy my time
being part of the team.
Additionally, I am a paper cutting artist interested in creating intricate and artistic forms inspired by oriental aesthetic and nature. I also like to travel and learn about different cultures.
Now, you know my story and hopefully won’t be surprised when you see an Asian girl at the
Arts Council! I look forward to having discussions with you and hearing your thoughts and
interests. Stay safe and healthy!
			

2

SELECTIONS FROM THE
2020 ALL COUNTY STUDENT ART
EXHIBIT FOR GRADES K-8

Clockwise from top left:
Self Portrait by Briella St. George • Warsaw
Artsy Dog by Joshua Woodarek • Arcade
Lines, Lines, Lines by Natalia Proskurnia • Letchworth
Christmas Car by Dylan Brown • Arcade
Color Scheme Triptych by Patrick Feroleto • Perry
On a Sunny Day by Jadyn Andrews • Wyoming
Shape House Water Reflections by Alexander Nowicki • Delevan
Center:

Modigliani Inspired Self Portrait by Sadie Benz • Delevan
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SELECTIONS FROM THE 2020 ALL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL ART EXHIBIT

Top row:
Penny by Izabella West • Perry
Aren’t We All by Jackson Trummer • Pioneer
Second row:
Pop Pop by Nick Tillinghast • Pioneer
Helios’s Creation by Paige Bayliss • Letchworth
Untitled by Ash Vogel • Attica
At left:
Citta Italiana by Nicolle Till • Warsaw
Bottom row:
Husky of Quebec by Mara Hoyt • Letchworth
Golden Bloom by Emily Howard • Warsaw
Winter’s Eve by Miranda Wrigley • Warsaw
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FIBER CORNER by Linda Franke
It’s been a tough couple of months. I hope you and yours are doing as well
as you can and that you are feeling hopeful and strong.
One of the things that I have been doing when I have been feeling not so
hopeful and strong is to knit. I am a big fan of Betsan Corkhill, a physiotherapist and researcher from the UK. Her work is researching the use
of traditional fiber arts to assist people in healing and maintaining both
physical and mental health. Her April newsletter (www.stitchlinks.com)
was so encouraging to me that I am including a bit here for you:
“I have received many emails from knitters all over the world telling me
how their knitting and crochet is helping them cope in so many ways.
When we are facing so many unknowns, it’s grounding to have something tactile in your hands that serves as a constant, is constructive,
creative and calming. It may be the only thing we feel we can control at
this moment.”
She also talks about the scientific process going on in our brains that
makes fiber arts work for us, particularly knitting. Why does something
like knitting work so well in helping us calm down when we are feeling
anxious? Here are Betsan’s thoughts:
“That’s your rational brain trying to calm your primitive brain from the
top down and it doesn’t always work in a crisis. You can do it from the
bottom up, though. Through experience. We know that rhythmic movement calms the primitive brain because it makes the brain feel safe. Your
brain is constantly predicting the future in an attempt to keep you safe.
That’s its primary function so it doesn’t like things that are unpredictable
but loves things that are. Rhythmic movement is predictable and has a
calming effect on your primitive brain. Knitting works so well in times
like these because it doesn’t require a lot of effort. You can do it from your
arm chair or even your bed! It gives you a means of feeling successful at
something from your chair which in turn will flood your brain with feelgood, motivating chemicals. There are times in life when the only thing
you feel you can do is knit and this is one of them. Never has the power of
your stash been greater!”
See? I knew there was a reason I needed such a great big stash! It is because of all that power!
Betsan’s work is catching on around the world. On the Interweave website
right now you can find a number of articles about using knitting, crochet,
and other fiber arts to deal with worry and anxiety, especially during this
time. One of my favorites is the Medknitations series. (Check www.interweave.com/article/knitting/therapeutic-knitting-medknitation-part-1/ if
you are interested). A little wander around the Interweave site also led me
to a woman who is knitting to help her deal with a mate with mental illness and another who uses beading to deal with uncertainty. It seems that
many of us are using the rhythmic, creative process found in the fiber arts
to help smooth our bumpy days right now. It works!

HARDING
SINCE 1978

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural

SHANE HARDING
shane@hardingplumbing.com
wwww.hardingpumbing.com

585-237-5561

What’s on your needles?

COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAMMING UPDATES
Though programming during a time of social distancing is challenging,
our Community Arts Grant recipients are up to the challenge! These wonderful members of our community have been exceptional in their creativity in meeting the art needs of our county. Some programming will need to
be rescheduled, but some will be available in other formats. For up-to-date
information in the coming weeks about these events, please keep checking
ACWC’s website! www.artswyco.org
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GET ENRICHED QUICK! JOIN THE ARTS COUNCIL!
IT’S SO EASY TO BECOME AN ARTS COUNCIL MEMBER! SIMPLY FOLLOW THESE 3 STEPS:
1 • Complete this form
2 • Include a check payable to ACWC
3 • Mail to: ACWC, PO Box 249, Perry, NY 14530
OR simply call (585) 237-3517 to charge it to your credit card!

I would like to know more about:

ACWC’s Artist Registry
Community Arts Grants
ACWC’s Grants for Young Artists
Volunteering at ACWC
Other_________________________

This is a:
New Membership
Renewal
Gift Membership
Name ____________________________________________
I am an artist in the following discipline(s):
Address ___________________________________________
Visual Arts: 2D
City/ State/ Zip _____________________________________
Visual Arts: 3D
Phone ____________________________________________
Photography
Email ____________________________________________
Creative Writing
Membership Level (see chart below) ______________________
Dramatic/Performance Art
Membership Dues $ _________
An additional gift for the:

Chamber Music Endowment
Young Artists
Grant Program
Other (please

Can you identify
the ACWC staff?

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

LACS COORDINATOR
Cher Valentino
COMMUNITY GRANT COORDINATOR
Linda Franke
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Ting Bellamy
REGIONAL FOLK ART DIRECTOR
Karen Canning
FILM SERIES CURATOR
Kyle Adamczak

Please send me regular email updates of
ACWC events & opportunities in the arts!

ARTSnews

is published four times annually for its members by the

ARTS COUNCIL for WYOMING COUNTY
31 S. Main St. • PO Box 249 • Perry, NY • 14530
P: 585.237.3517 • F: 585.237.6385 • E: info@artswyco.org

When the arts succeed,
we all succeed.
At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support artists of all kinds.

GALLERY HOURS

Clockwise: J. Swaby, L. Franke, T. Bellamy, C. Valentino (?)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jacqueline Swaby

Student/Senior $10
Individual/Artist $20
Family $30
Patron $50
Benefactor $100
Director’s Circle $200
Critic’s Circle $300
Event Sponsor $500
Producer $1000

$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________

Crafts
Music
Dance
Media Arts/Graphic Design
Other_________________________

WEDNESDAY

9 am to 6 pm

They enhance the quality of life in our communities. That’s why we offer both
our time and resources and encourage others to do the same.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY

11 am to 7 pm
SATURDAY

10 am to 3 pm
CLOSED

Sun, Mon & Tues

NEWSLETTER
Christine Daly

mtb.com ©2012 M&T Bank. Member FDIC.

This publication is made possible in part with support from the New York State Council on the Arts.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Gary Buchholz, Silver Springs
VICE PRESIDENT
Ann Wood, Warsaw
SECRETARY
Joyce Metcalf, Warsaw

Rebecca Ryan, Warsaw
Wyoming County BOS Vice Chair
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DATED MATERIAL

Eric J. Szucs, Arcade
Wyoming County Chamber & Tourism

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
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14530

Josh Wolcott, Perry
Program Committee Chair

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TREASURER
Tanya Rice, Perry

